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IN THE MAGISTRATE COURT OF FULTON COUNTY FEB 25 2024
STATE OF GEORGIA

DEPUTY CLERK y /)
In Re: Motions to Compel Payment of Rent o FULTON COMIEY Ch
Into the Registry of the Court in File No.: R YAX - o0 25

Landlord-Tenant (Dispossessory) Actions

STANDING ORDER ON MOTIONS TO COMPEL PAYMENT OF RENT INTO THE
REGISTRY OF THE COURT PURSUANT TO O.C.G.A. § 44-7-54

Due to the high volume of Landlord-Tenant (dispossessory) cases filed in the
Magistrate Court of Fulton County, this Court finds it necessary to issue a Standing Order
to act in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 44-7-54 (hereinafter referred to as “the statute”).
This Order shall apply to all pending landlord-tenant cases in Fulton County, regardless
of the date filed.

Under Georgia law, if the issue of the right of possession of the property cannot be
finally determined within two weeks from the date of service of the summons and
dispossessory affidavit, the Tenant is required to pay into the Court Registry all rent and
utility payments owed prior to the issuance of the dispossessory warrant and rent as it
becomes due after the issuance of the dispossessory warrant. See O.G.C.A. § 44-7-54.

If the Landlord files a Motion to Compel Payment of Rent into the Registry of the
Court, the Tenant shall have fourteen (14) calendar days from the date postmarked on
the Certificate of Service sent to the Tenant to respond to the Motion. If the fourteenth
day falls on a weekend or court holiday, the Tenant's response is due the following
business day.

If the Tenant contests the rental rate or past due rental amount, the Tenant shall
file a copy of the lease agreement and/or rental receipt for the Court to consider whether
to modify the Order requiring rent to be paid into the Court Registry. If the Tenant has
paid rent that was owed prior to the issuance of the dispossessory warrant, the Tenant
shall file a receipt with the Court indicating payment has been made to the Landlord and
shall not be required to pay said sum into the Court Registry.

If the Tenant fails to file a response within the time required by this Order, the
amounts claimed in the Landlord’s Motion shall be the amount of rent the Tenant is

required to pay into the Court Registry without further order of the Court. Rent owed prior



to the issuance of the dispossessory warrant must be paid into the Court Registry on the
fifteenth day from the date postmarked on the Certificate of Service sent to the Tenant. If
the due date of rent falls on a weekend or court holiday, the Tenant shall make the
payment the following business day.

Upon the Tenant's failure to pay past due rent or rent as it becomes due pursuant
to this Order, a writ of possession shall issue instanter without further Order of the
Courtand the Landlord shall be entitled to execute said writ of possession, upon
application.

The issuance of a writ of possession based on the Tenant’s failure to pay rent into
the Registry of the Court, pursuant to the statute, only addresses the issue of possession
of the property. Therefore, a writ of possession issued by the Court under the statute shall
be executed by the Marshal even though a hearing has not been scheduled or is
scheduled on a future date on the remaining issues in the case.

A response by the Tenant to Landlord’s Motion to Compel Payment of Rent Into
Court Registry does not serve as an Answer to the dispossessory action. The Tenant is
required to file an Answer by the due date specified on the summons and dispossessory
affidavit served upon the Tenant.

The Clerk of Court shall pay to the Landlord the rent paid into the Court Registry
by the Tenant as such payments are made. However, if the Tenant claims all or any part
of the funds are in controversy, said funds shall remain in the Court Registry until further
Order of the Court.

Rental payments must be made in the form of money order, cashier’s check, debit

or credit card, online at https://pages.fivepointpayments.com/checkin/fulton , or cash at

the Clerk of Magistrate Court's Treasury Department, located at 136 Pryor Street SW, 1st
floor, Suite J2-103, Atlanta, Georgia, 30303.
A copy of this Order shall be filed with the Standing Orders of the Court.
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IT IS SO ORDERED, this : /;’ay of February, 2024.
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Cassandra Kirk, Chief Magistrate Judge
Magistrate Court of Fulton County




